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Congress and the leadership of the PLO. Care was taken to ensure that the
leadership would not only be on paper or nominal with a flashing name, nor
would it only inherit the Coordination Bureau. It must be a real leadership in
action for all the participating groups in the leadership.

As we know any action must be studied in detail and objectively: firstly,
the reality and the potentialities; sccondly, a plan should be drawn up on
the basis of this reality and these potentialities; and thirdly, the actual
execution of this plan. It can be said that we have almost completed the first
two steps and we are embarking on the third.

Kbhouli: Can we understand frem the above-mentioned that we are on the
verge of carrying out common tesistance actions in which all the forces of
the organizations who have joined the PLO participate under the unified
leadership of the Armed Struggle Command ?

Abu Byad: Yes. There will be common training in the operations under
a unified leadership in which side by side the fighters of al-’Asifah, PLA,
al-Sa'iqah and PDFLP will participate. All the fighters will carry out
common operations according to a unified system of allocation, ability, suf-
ficiency, and work conditions. This means that at times—and within the
framework of the plan—a group, from e.g. al-’Asifah, would be chosen to
carry out a definite operation, or a group from al-Sa’iqah and al-’Asifah, or
al-'Asifah and the Popular Liberation Forces, etc. In other words operations
would be carried out according to what the leadership sees fit from the point
of view of training, sufficiency, experience with the land, etc.

I am not telling a sectet when 1 say that the Armed Struggle Command
will start its activities at an important level in the near future,

And I do not tell a secret when I say that the latest “Himmah"
operation was carried out according to plans drawn up by the Armed
Struggle Command, in spite of the fact that al-’Asifah forces carried it out
alone, yet the planning for the operation resulted from a new way of thinking
among the members of the Armed Struggle Command.
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